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Dubai, a dazzling jewel of the Middle East

4D Shrevansh Vaibhak Kabra

Last Easter, my family planned and executed a !;t[
vacation rapidly. In a span of 24 hours, we decided

to holiday in Dubai, booked the airline tickets
and took a flight to there. As the aircraft began its |
descent for landing, | was mesmerized with the
glimpse of the iconic skyline and the vivid lights from
the aircraft window. | was all excited to immerse
myself in the city’s rich traditions, vibrant culture,
and an ambitious future blended into its desert »

; A ;
splendor. \\ . \‘
A . ON

We were all tired and exhausted from the 9-hour flight and earlier frantic travel
packing. We swiftly took a cab to the hotel and got straight into the bed. We
wanted to be all charged up for our morning adventure to Legoland.

As avid ‘Lego’ fans, all of us were excited to visit Legoland — a colourful paradise
for ‘Lego Lovers’. We were initially disappointed because Legoland is far away
from Central Dubai. It was quite a hot day and Legoland turned out to be much




Gnaller than the one in Florida in the USA we had
visited a few years ago. However, we tried to make
the most of the thrill rides and 4D movies at ‘Lego
Studios’. The ‘MiniLand’ was worth the time spent.
It houses awesome replica of famous buildings in
Dubai such as Dubai Airport, Petra Jordan, Dubai
Marina and Hanging Gardens. All lifelike replicas
were made from Lego bricks with amazing detailing.
The action buttons also provided very interactive
user experience of aircraft movement, Dubai Metro
operation, lights and city sounds creation and so on.

On day two, we had planned to scale new heights.
Not Mount Everest! We are too lazy to risk such
an adventure. After having a healthy breakfast,
we headed to the Sky Views Observatory which is
just 10-minute walk from Dubai Mall metro station.

Next, we took a thrilling ride in the panoramic glass
elevator to the Level 53 for the two adrenaline-
pumping activities after reaching the ‘Adress Sky View’ entrance. We first pushed
ourselves to a spellbinding 46m-long glass walk and enjoyed the fabulous view
of Dubai from the iconic Burj Khalifa to the buzzing superhighway, Sheikh Zayed
Road. We then took a ride of the Glass Slide — this is Dubai’s the first slides
housed in a transparent tube that wraps around the tower’s exterior linking level
53 with level 52 below. The glass slide takes the childhood joy to the next level.

Our next halt was the iconic Burj
Kalifa which is the world’s tallest free-
standing structure in the world. After
two hours waiting in the queue, we
took the elevator with the longest
travel distance in the world to the
Observation Deck on Level 125. We

k‘ View fro Burj Khalifa | had the ultimate 360-degree view D
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[Dubai’s fabulous skyline,
coastline and vast
desert. After enjoying the
sunset from the tallest
observatory, we spent
the rest of the evening at
the Dubai Mall which is
the size of 200 football
pitches. We enjoyed the

luxurious ambience and 4 Palm Top View

splurged on some great

shopping. We relished the authentic Turkish delights at Hafiz Mustafa which has
been distinguished since 1864. The sweet dates from Bateel simply melted in
the mouth. We ended our day with the musical and light spectacle of the Dubai
fountain — the world’s largest performing fountain.

The adventure continued on day three, as we drove towards Sharjah for the
dessert activities. The tranquility of the desert was in stark contrast to the city's
hustle and bustle. We participated in various activities such as camel riding,
sandboard surfing and dune-bashing. My most memorable moment would be
the one-hour buggy ride on the sand dunes. | was on cloud nine as | got to drive
over the sand dunes for 10 minutes. Our next
destination was Dubai Miracle Garden — the floral
wonderland and an oasis blooming with 150 million
flowers. It has larger-than-life flower structures.
| was mesmerized by the life-size Airbus A380
which was made from flowers. | also felt as | was
in a dream when seeing other installations such as
the Floral Clock, Smurfs Village and Floating Lady

etc. \Y’l

In the early morning of day four, we headed

toward Palm Jumeirah — an iconic artificial island

k‘ Driving in the Desert and another engineering marvel in Dubai. It is

L
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Gso home to one of Dubai’s top luxury resorts - The Atlantis. In fact, this palrrh
shaped island is made from Persian sand. | envy the monorail and futuristic

tram that serves the residents of Palm Jumeirah and connects them to Dubai
mainland. Our first halt was The View at the Palm. This observatory deck is on
Level 52 of the Palm Tower. It provides an aerial view of Palm Jumeirah. We
then boarded a speed boat for a cruise of Dubai Marina and a short trip inside
Palm Jumeirah Island. We also sailed past the Burj Al Arab and the majestic
Atlantis. After that, we had a relaxing time when sipping our coffee and enjoying
a scenic sunset in the Flying Cup.

On day five, we were back to Palm Jumeirah for a full day at the Aquaventure
Waterpark at the Atlantis. It has amazing rides for thrill seekers like me and
family fun zones for faint hearts like my father and younger brother. | enjoyed
‘Odyssey of Terror’ which is the world’s tallest water slide. | experienced a near
weightless feeling as | accelerated down the slide and swept through the waves.
The most visited attraction without any waiting time was the ‘River Rapids’. They
are the fastest mode of transport from one zone to another within the park. By
sunset, we were all exhausted. However, we charged ourselves with some hot
coffee and headed for the last adventure at iFly center for our indoor skydiving
experience. My family was faint hearted, but
they were open to controlled experiences.
iFly has a vertical wind tunnel with constant
wind speed of 200kph. Each one of us had
our first experience of being suspended in
the air under the guidance and help from our
flying instructor.

Finally, it was the day to bid adieu to Dubai. |
treasured the glitz and glamour of the city, the
serenity of the desert, the blooming oasis and
a futuristic city. | will cherish the kaleidoscope
of experiences forever. As | boarded the
plane, | carried with me a tapestry of

i g ) K A '
Qemorles. A Miracle Garden /
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4D Shrestha Aadi

Summer vacation was almost about to end, and my family and | had not
done anything to relax during the holiday. Both my parents were buried with
work, while | was busy doing homework and studying for the school year
ahead. It was already the last week of August when my father announced
to us during dinner that he had planned a 4-day trip to Singapore. Imagine
my surprise! We were going to set off early in the morning on the 28th, and
would leave at midnight on the 31st, arriving back in Hong Kong in the early
morning on the 1st of September, leaving just enough time to rest before
starting school the next day.

On the first day, after landing in
Singapore, we would first visit the Jewel
Changi Airport. Its centrepiece is the
world's tallest indoor waterfall, the Rain
Vortex, that is surrounded by a terraced
forest setting. Then, we would check
into our hotel and unpack our luggage.
After that, we would set off to Merlion
Park, visiting the famous Merlion statue
that spouts a constant stream of water
from its mouth. And then we would go
to Marina Bay Sands, which is a nearby
resort. To start our journey on the first

day, we would visit the nearby nature

park called Gardens by The Bay, and watch the night show there. On the
second day, we would go to Sentosa Island, a man-made island in Singapore
with a lot of attractions. On the third day, we would go to Chinatown to shop
around and explore. On the fourth day, we would go to the top floor of the

resort | mentioned before, which is a viewing deck for the harborside in




Singapore. On the last day, we just rested
in our hotel and went to the airport in the
evening.

As this was my first time going to
Singapore, | didn’t know what to expect.
The only places | had heard about in

Singapore prior to the trip was the Merlion
Park. As my parents and | were ready to
set off to the airport, | was feeling excited. After the 3-hour flight, we landed
in Singapore. The first thing that struck me was the cleanliness of the city
and the lush greenery that seemed to be everywhere. After spending some
time exploring the Jewel Changi Airport, we headed to our hotel to drop
off our luggage and freshen up. Once we were ready, we ventured out to
Merlion Park, where the iconic statue
of the Merlion stood tall, overlooking
the Marina Bay. The statue with
the body of a fish and the head of
a lion was a symbol of Singapore's
maritime heritage. Next, we made
our way to Marina Bay Sands. It -
was an architectural marvel with its
three soaring towers connected by
a rooftop infinity pool. As the day
transitioned into evening, we headed
to Gardens by The Bay which was a

futuristic nature park that seemed like
something out of a sci-fi movie. We
waited in anticipation for the Garden Rhapsody light and sound show, where
the Supertrees came alive with a mesmerising display of colours and music.

On the second day of our whirlwind trip to Singapore, we woke up early to
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make the most of our time on Sentosa
Island. The island greeted us with a
burst of colour and energy, as we made
our way to Universal Studios Singapore,
a theme park known for its thrilling rides
‘ and immersive experiences. We spent
= some time exploring the different themed
zones of the park, from the Hollywood-

o
=

= inspired streets to the futuristic sci-fi

—

cityscapes. The adrenaline rush from the roller coasters and 4D rides was
exhilarating, and we made sure to capture plenty of photos to remember the
fun-filled moments. We also headed to the Wings of Time show, a dazzling
multimedia extravaganza that combined lights, water, and pyrotechnics to
tell a fascinating story. The spectacle unfolded
against the backdrop of the sea, with the lights
reflecting off the water in a mesmerising dance
of colours.

On the third day of our trip to Singapore, we
decided to dive into the rich tapestry of culture
and history by exploring the vibrant streets of
Chinatown. As we stepped into this bustling
neighbourhood, the air was filled with the scents
of traditional Chinese cuisine and the sights of

colourful decorations adorning the shop fronts.

After immersing ourselves in the heritage of Chinatown, we wandered
through the narrow lanes lined with stalls selling everything from trinkets
to traditional medicines. The vibrant atmosphere was infectious, and we
found ourselves sampling local delicacies like steaming bowls of noodles
and freshly made dim sum. As the day drew to a close, | wanted to shop for
souvenirs to bring back for my friends. The bustling streets of Chinatown

were filled with shops selling everything from intricate Chinese lanterns to
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modern trinkets, and we haggled good-naturedly with the vendors to bring

back some nice Singaporean products with us.

On the fourth day of our whirlwind trip in Singapore, we ascended to the top
floor of Marina Bay Sands, where the observation deck offered a stunning
panoramic view of the cityscape and the glistening harborside. From this
vantage point, we could see the intricate network of waterways, the bustling
port activity, and the iconic landmarks that dot the skyline. The sight was
truly mesmerising, and we spent hours enjoying the beauty of Singapore
from above. On the fifth and final day of our adventure, we opted for a more
relaxed pace, choosing to unwind and reflect on the memorable experiences
of the trip. We spent the day leisurely at our hotel, reminiscing about the
sights we had seen, the flavours we had tasted, and the moments we had
shared as a family during our time in this vibrant city-state. In the evening,
we made our way to the airport and we were back in Hong Kong after 4
hours.

This impromptu trip was certainly a crazy experience, never would | have
expected to visit an amazing country like Singapore in just five days. Even
though it was just a few days, | still enjoyed it thoroughly. | will definitely go
back later to explore it even more.

52 HE+tRE—~%



Wandering through the City of Light: Paris

5D Yip Chi Cheuk

Paris is located in the beautiful country
of France. It is regarded as the city of
light due to its beautifully lit streets and
monuments which creates a romantic
ambiance. To avoid the 2024 Olympics
crowds, | have recently travelled to this
amazing city before the Olympics and
enjoyed every bit of it.

There were a lot of landmarks that | have

gone to, and they all have been very
interesting.

The Eiffel Tower, the symbol of Paris, is a must-go destination. Getting close

to the Eiffel Tower, you can admire the wonderful 300-metre-tall structure

that was built in the heart of the city. It is amazing how people were able to
build these fabulous structures in 1889
already.

The Louvre Museum is also a popular
tourist spot. It is the world’s largest
museum which includes multiple
artefacts dating back to the 17th century.
The Mona Lisa, which was painted by
Leonardo da Vinci, is perfectly located in
the midst of the spectacular museum. It \!/
was very crowded near the Mona Lisa as g

everyone wanted to take a closer look at
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The Palace of Versailles cannot be missed. It contained a very classical

Baroque type of architecture, which was very stunning when looking up
closely. | had the chance to walk around the palace and go into different
rooms such as the royal chambers. There were different types of furniture
and paintings, which were considered to be a luxury at that time. The palace
was very big — it took me several hours to walk through the whole place. An
audio guide is provided, which is a great way for tourists to learn more about
the history of the palace and France itself.

The Arc de Triomphe is the best place for visitors to enjoy the beautiful view
of Paris. Located at the center of Place Charles de Gaulle, various modes of
transportation such as metro, bus and taxi can be used. Actually, there were
over 500 steps to get to the very top of the arch, but the view was stunning
as you can see from the photo. The streets and the small buildings created
a perfect scene for taking photos and sharing it to your friends. Although the
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going up was painful, it was definitely worthh

The Eiffel Tower located in the vicinity blended
with the magnificent architecture of the streets
and this formed a perfect spot for leaving
memories through photos.

Paris Disneyland is also a wonderful place
to immerse yourself in. There are different

Disneylands around the world, but this one
is different. There are two different parks with
significantly distinct themes, giving you a
fulfilling experience that grasps your attention
in all of the rides and attractions inside. The
fireworks at night were stunning to look at and

it was very memorable.

The landmarks and attractions were definitely
unique and magnificent in Paris, but there was
some cultural shock | experienced there.

Firstly, the dinner time at Paris is significantly

different in Asian countries. Dinner time usually

starts at 8 PM in Paris, but it makes sense considering the fact that they

enjoy teatime in the middle of

the day. It was weird for me to

= be accustomed to it because

we tend to have early dinners to
continue working at night.

Secondly, the metro system is
significantly different. The metro

network is very confusing —

it was hard to find the correct

L
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path towards my destinations. A lot g
railway lines were presented in the subway
network, with French text and little English

{ text as a language network. Moreover, the
trains can sometimes be late, unlike Hong
Kong’s MTR system which has a 99% on-
time rate. Overall speaking, the metro
system is not as good as what we have in
Hong Kong.

Also, it is expected to have a higher quality
and more formal service in Paris in general. There are always high-end
local restaurants and luxury brands originated from France, so everything
is relatively more expensive in Paris compared to Hong Kong. One bottle
of water can be sold for 3 Euros, which is about HKD30. It was hard to

convince me to spend a lot in Paris as spending money wisely was better.

Paris is such a wonderful and dreamy
city, the well-lit buildings with old-
style classic architecture makes it a =
popular tourist destination to go to. The
attractions and landmarks blew my mind,
and it can be said that the experience &
was good in Paris. Personally, if | had
the chance to visit Paris again, | would
explore more deeply in this City of Light
to immerse myself in this beautiful Paris

Qlture.
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