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Areas of Major Concern

A. To enhance students’ life competencies and enable them
to become self-regulated life-long learners

1. To enhance students’ life competencies through learning experiences
inside and outside classrooms
1.1 To build a strong reading culture and capacity through Reading across the
Curriculum (RaC) with multi-genres and themes in S1-S4

1.2 To build social competencies such as collaborative skills and communication skills
through project learning, gifted programmes and life-wide learning activities
» Life-wide learning activities — ongoing throughout the academic year
. R

-
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S4 Visit to iencé Museum
2. To equip students with self-regulated learning skills and habits

2.1 To develop students’ habits to set goals and do reflection regularly in their studies
» Workshops about goal setting (S.1-S.6) — ongoing in the first term [CLPTeam]
2.2 To promote pre-lesson preparation habit through Flipped Learning
» Pre-lesson videos [Chinese Language (S.3-S.6), Mathematics (S.3),Integrated
Science (S.2)] — ongoing throughout the academic year
To equip junior form students with various learning strategies through training
workshops and application in their studies

» Workshops were conducted by an external service provider. The topics of the
workshops were:

S.1: Learning Styles, Note Processing SkKills;

S.2: Active Reasoning Skills.
To encourage students to do self-revision and peer learning through self-designed
questions (S1-S3), subject-based resource banks and HKEdCity OQB (S4-S6)

» Self-designed questions (Geography and Mathematics) — started in September
2021
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» OQB from HKEdCity for senior students (Geography, Chemistry, ICT and
Mathematics) — started in September 2021

» A Mathematics eLearning Platform (S.2 and S.3) was created to support
students’ self-directed learning. Teaching materials, video tutorials, exercises
of different levels of difficulties, were uploaded to the platform so that students
could take charge of their own learning journey by choosing what to revise and
revisit, and how to access the content.

3. To promote teachers’ professional sharing culture in school

3.1 To boost sharing culture by inviting teachers from different KLAs to open their
classrooms for peer lesson observation with a focus on either self-regulated
learning or flipped learning designs

3.2 To share self-regulated learning and flipped learning lesson designs through
building subject-based resource banks

B. To instill positive values into students and nurture them
into upright and committed citizens

1. To promote the well-being of our students

1.1 To arouse students’ awareness of the importance of well-being

2. To cultivate positive values among students

2.1 To provide holistic learning experiences both inside and outside classrooms to
students for the promotion of core values including perseverance, national identity,
integrity, respect for others, responsibility, care for others, commitment, law-
abidingness and empathy
» Subject departments will include promotion of positive values in their curriculum

design

2.2 To equip students with the competence in careers and life planning
» A CLD curriculum designed by the CLP Team will be implemented during LWL

periods

3. To enhance students’ understanding of their rights and responsibilities
so as to strengthen their readiness to serve

3.1 To provide opportunities to students in actualizing their rights and responsibilities by
shouldering duties in the 160th Anniversary events

3.2 To establish a harmonious family relationship and promote the virtue of filial piety

3.3 To strengthen students’ national identity through understanding of the development
of our motherland

3.4 To arouse students’ global awareness and their roles to play as global citizens
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MR BOYD REUBEN PHILIP RALSTON

Teaches F2, F3 and F4 English

Z—7% MR BOYD REUBEN PHILIP RALSTON p

Have you used any inspiring teaching methods before?

| guess | can refer to some of the workshops that | have taught at The Open University of Hong
Kong. For example, | have been looking for films or books like the Harry Potter series, and |
would use excerpts from books and scenes from movies to draw attention and bring focus to
the elements of the stories. | enjoy trying to make things a little bit more interactive. | also like
to have a little bit of humour, that | have no problem with laughing or telling jokes.

Do you think teaching English Language through extra-curricular materials like songs,
poems, dramas, etc. are effective?

| think they could be very effective. When | was fifteen, | started learning German. Music,
particularly listening to songs can be quite useful as they are catchy. Simply for self-study,
listening to music helps you learn words within a rhythm which is more likely to remember.

What is your favourite movie? How do you think it can enhance our English standard?

There are so many to choose from, but as | have mentioned, Harry Potter is always at the
top of my list. Besides learning English through the movie, there are morality and ethics that
you can discover from it. Friendship, love and bravery are some examples. So movies can
definitely be used to teach certain points and let students make feedback.

Have you ever taught in a local primary/secondary school? If so, can you share your
experience with us?

Yes, | have taught in children groups, a CMI secondary school and a university. For secondary
school, as students' level of English Language was quite low and there were certain poor
behaviours, | had to put more emphasis on discipline and tried to make the lessons as
engaging as possible, which was difficult sometimes. The university was quite different. | was
there to teach the English module and workshops. There was a big shift in motivation. Though
the majority of them were learning Chinese, the students were highly motivated. This attitude
of students was the biggest jump.

As you may know, most students in QC are not native speakers. As a native speaker
yourself, would you share some useful methods with us to improve our language
fluency in spoken English?

Q\ere are so many areas that you can work on. | can tell you from my own personal experieny
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Glearning German. As everybody speaks English, there was no one for me to practice withx
Therefore, | created a language book for myself, in which everything | watched and read was
switched to the target language, even with my phone and video games switched. Everything
was done as a whole, so that you are forced to use that language even when you are not
studying. Hopefully, with that, you can start to move from thinking in your native language and
translating it to thinking in the target language. | strongly recommend you to keep something
interesting like notes and transcripts to further improve your language skills.

Please choose a quote to share with us.

There is one from Harry Potter, which says 'While we may come from different places and
speak in different tongues, our hearts beat as one.' There is a language element in it. Even
though we have different cultures, it doesn't matter for the fact that we are all the same. We all
exist as human beings and we should treat everyone with dignity.

How long have you been in Hong Kong? Why did you choose to become an English
teacher in Hong Kong?

| have been here for 4 years. | was studying German and French and | wanted to be a
language teacher at first. Afterwards, | decided to do a master's in teaching English. | always
knew | would want to live in Hong Kong at some point. | first visited Hong Kong with my friends
from back home when | was fifteen, and at that stage | knew | was going to live here. So these
two things came together, being an English teacher and living in Hong Kong.

Do you recommend QC students to take international English tests such as IELTS or
TOEFL?

Yes, and it depends on what you think you might want to do and where you want to go in the
future. If you want to study or live in the UK, Ireland or somewhere else in Europe, then you
need the IELTS exam. For America, they mostly use the TOEFL exam. | am mostly familiar
with IELTS myself, and as far as | am aware, if you want to study a bachelors or masters in
Hong Kong, you need to pass the IELTS. It is very useful and it is not a waste of time to study
further.

In your opinion, what is the biggest difference between the cultures of Hong Kong and
your home country? How does it affect the way you teach students?

In schools where | came from, there is not a big emphasis on academic achievements in my
home country. Instead, they emphasize more on maturing and enjoying childhood at the same
time, which is something quite different to Hong Kong. Another difference is that in the UK,
teachers are generally not respected by students, so it can be very challenging to teach local
students in the UK. Whereas from my work experiences in Hong Kong, students generally
listen to me, and | have had few problems for my teaching. It is a very nice change in culture
compared to where | am from.




saai|| Mol
M7

3R E R ERD
ERF—RAZRER  h-RASEFHTEH

A RRAGER >

RETSRTEERG - FRERBERT U USBRR2BEREERIT ?

BRI REIFE R RR S AL » MIFEHMEEREE "procreate | KFEM—LEIF © &
Lo EFLTEAERE MGG ERIERE  SRAFREREN - ENTERZIIEGEHR
BERITSE @ HERABHRIMELRIERREEMFRITIFRE - AMERBEEFEMF LA
AETEREALE AU THKRARZZEREREERD - B R FIRERSZFHREM
RERE - RAGEHEEE s —TEMEE - TEEGERE—RESEHIRMAIES -

EREL  ERAEGRVEZBMARHAREEEEREERENNRE ? ERBERTRE—LRA
RSB EW ARSI EE ?

BEECERBSHREAEEEN - FARBERI BB LERE - BERFERABTE T URSEHE
MEXET A EM - MM S @ ABAFANEWEREZ S IFE - AINEEANES  BFEEERE

WU BE - BEEURMKRARIEERL - GIAISEEEL  RARERENER  HNFFAE
BIEENEE - T8 - ERECHRSHMECIERE - M5 AEMEESE (OLE) EFP IR

AR ER - FA—(IZE > HEFEHNETRE LEBAIRBAER - HEFPIREFLFAIHTS -

ARG REEHWMARAEES - HIINKR  hE B - kKE2EF T HEE?
HEALLBEEEKE - B HEBAEKEET @ AJUERXEAEENEE L LG - =
HEBAETORE  MEENTAERMEESS - e LIRERRIRERER - BIb > HREEFEK
MEMEAFLESRBRMER - BRAVESHEREBBREET - B EHFRE - Lk > 3
BEKFERE—EERIRE  LHER—BEALEERE  BERBRE B THEEM - fla
EFMIBIRRER - BERATRERANIEA - (BB R A RERRARID R - HRES -

RZRAB LRERFHETEFNRZ BB BEE - MEEFERBRRARERZIBTEM ?
RZEZE - 28 ZH M - IERZEREBAIRHNERERAZR A MR EREIFIIATREN -
B MIIEELRE - ARAREEMAFLEERMINRZEHEZY  HAREELFAHMENK
AEASE B AR N BIIES - tPIREZRE T BECHEFMER - B2 EHPEZET  NEMLHHE
AgIHEENEERT > MESBEKRBEHEMLNEH - RESESERBHEMBANEEY
BRE - IR AHBEBEMLESFABHE L ESHEMEARLEERIEEH - HMEEE CAIFRIR
REME - BlaNfREY B — S RFEKFEMNRS  MREREAENERHERPIEA—ERK—
FER - tETENEEHETEBREMAGERMAE - L7 —ERSEMETEMERIESR -
It HEBRMNMRFRBA T BUATANERESEMRAVELRE - FEH B CAFRI AT EERS -
BTESE 5 AER BRI N B HRIE AR B -
REZZESHWERNMGERE—EBREHN  EXRTTEXARE - ABALERBREMARNE
X8 RERBENNRSAUSERABELEFREE - EMEREHEN T AEREMTRNT
@ ) B0 T B TTRE T ISISEIERERN - MENBEMRSE  BELEE BT —EH

14 BRI~




heaturelll || BB R S

éﬁgﬁﬁiﬁi  RAFIREERE Y BCMEMEH - ERthEBERZEEENLEME - &S - Bﬁh
25 BEFEFRBEHBEEPHENESBRBMAREE - fINRR2REHEREEIZBENE
B AJLIBRERMHERETRSRASREINEES "2, 8 B B REHRTBENRENEA
BEIRELEHERSSN MU HRBBERGIZRE - EMAERZER - AEETHRAREE(F
mEHICRNEN - SEBEREMS I - Bt > ARAZMBIEMERN - RAEZRSEMOEHE -
(ERERRE B CEIFRERR ARSI RVERER -

ZRRRBEEZINERIMBANIESZNER (NEE) IR —RERER ? RERE?
HMEFRIAHEAER - HEERFEM MR TRIEH - 1KIME - RBHEESD  E—EA
KETES - EBCEIER  BECHNBRAMFRRTNAR > —REFEFIEEE - HEHK
RTHEMNEWNRNEE  EEEMFRBETHBECHERMOR TBREMREFRETERNAR
FRERIERTS - BIRENTHREXBENESN - BEREENEURF—BEANEMEREERIOA
EEMENEERR - AR AHEBMEXES @ FLHRABEEER -

FEERRASEEEHRE  MEBBRMAS—TREEM ?
BREXEEHMZEEWEIREE - HNEECEX - REEEE Beyond REREIRVI  HEBAER
BE—EEREEERELHETLR - HERNEG  BRTEEEM  BRARBREE—MEFERE
BEZMAIA » ERUEERSIEEXEE AR AIEM - BIEER - 2 T ABRRHAEFRE - FE
AZEER - BRBENASEY > MEARAHREE—EERENTRESN - BEAAKAILUEEER
BEREZEBCE TR - B BE—HXKER  FFABNERSTHEIEEFH "nostalgia, » Mk
REHEERSE  fIAHEBELEE L —LEXAEL  RITIETENAFEIZRECS - S/
GERITRIBYRFZE - BIANEEEI— LT EERBIAVRTYE » SEAEP TENE I —LLBAER - B
CEEMMEXREE  AREBNEFFALNHERSE - HEBMRELE - WIFMKEEE
HiRZ - REEHZMERERESEN TR AR ASHEIENENMW AN S SEERRE -
BIANEBERYNBEEHTR - RBEBRERMNOENITAEETRL  HEBAERSHRIES
RABREERTEENBRESE - EEREM - Rt - HISSHET T MZEMAEE -

RIEFEBREHNNVBLEHEEYD @ BRBNFAFZES PEEEBRER ?
REFXRUBERRHEERERNRMEMER - TEREFEMBEEEC - LR BEIIBE W
RIE—F] T 757, B9RIE - AERAEFTARSERTEOMBETREMNAT - BERSEER
ABERIRNEETS  THAZRWNTEEERETS  cMBRAKERERAENA - flNES
EmEET  BER B BREMT  HEFETHAIBMA - FTLIHENE EENESRIERESF
YFEE o

BARRAEZMNAE @ RALBRBHER - Hit - BHEEEFAL?

B BHHEEBRMEHS  fAINBLEXEEDES @ BENAHBRT  MEXTFHOA > HERD
RfttfI2BXRHEE  FHEREXHE —BEEEMEERE - BMRFBEREZNTEEMFAIKRT -
HTERTEE  BARBAENEEXRSZEA T  MRRRERKEALEZMXIL - METEHA
EEEEMA - BEAFMENFEISEMN - MAMERBAREMEFTLESR b FAUFEBAA
BE B BEEE RBEEG  7TEEEMEGEIFERMN - I BEXMtMEEE—E
AWER - WEBRHRBLEABRE AT RRT HEMRT » ERMPIFOEEM ] LEERRKAVEE
B STERBREE(F - BRTRBMMIZRT - MEBHAFRE 7 EMAERE - TR FHRALE
mERNG  ABLEAZRRTENAR  TERMBFABRT EMR - XAIMEEFTEZENRIS >
RENEBAZHAELRE - EFERE FHEEZBOAIAEIE - EEEMAAREZIETEREM
GE’J ' MEERRE N - FHit - ABABRRETRER - /

BE+™IAFE—~%& 15




alfez R | FveurSayl)

A Forest Fire: A Short Story

4B Yu Cheuk Ki Gabriel

Part |

"Thank you for watching the New Millenia Nightly News. We begin tonight's program with a

piece of breaking news.

"Today, a shocking thing occurred in Luxem County, Quincy. A forest fire ravaged the
countryside, burning at least 1200 acres of woodland. The county was filled with thick,
choking smoke for the rest of the day. The Quincy Province Fire Department stated that

this condition would affect other regions over the course of three days.

"An unsettling fact about the fire was that the flames, originating at the center of Harmand
Forest, spread out at an unimaginable speed. The QPFD believes that the flames
advanced at a rate of 1 kilometer per second. Obviously, this was caused intentionally by a
human. "The news reporter cleared his throat. "The local police department is investigating
the case. Footage will be released tomorrow to the public. Anyone who has any information
about this incident is advised to contact the police on 542 0768 922." He paused for a

while.

"Now, we will move on to other news. The Federal President of North ...... " His
monotonous voice droned on andon. Inspector Neville Windsor, now at home, was poking
absentmindedly at his slice of steak with a knife. He was hungry, but yet was not in the
mood to eat. He had other things on his mind: a case still waiting to be solved. His first job
had been as a security guard at an official building in Nordsgate, the main city of Quincy.
It left him feeling bored, so he switched jobs and became a police officer. He quickly rose
up the ranks due to his intelligence, and had recently been assigned to the "casecrackers
department” (a nickname among his colleagues). He spent every day going through cases
that were not and could not be solved by officers at a lower rank. Every case he had come
across, up to today, had been solved without difficulty. But this one. His superior, Chief
Nelson, had walked over to his cubicle and put down a pile of documents on Neville's

table." It's a new case. Happened just a few hours ago. Straight out of the oven." Nelson

kchuckled to himself. “I believe you can solve this one. I'm sure they call you Sherloy
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/for a reason.”" He walked away. And indeed, it was a very tricky one. He had skimmeb

the pile of documents swiftly, a habit of him, which helped him grasp what he would be

dealing with. Location of event: Harmand Forest. Possible crime(s) involved : Arson,
vandalism of federal property. Suspects: none. Suspected cause of event : UNKNOWN.
The word "unknown”, bold and capitalized, struck fear into his heart for the first time in
Neville Windsor's life. What happened seemed to be absurd, as if it had been made up by
a three-year-old. 1 kilometer per second? A 1200 arca affected only in several seconds?
Impossible, he thought. But then he had an afterthought : maybe it was plausible after all.
He had taken a physics course for fun at the University of Roosevelt, around a decade
ago. It was from this that he attained a basic knowledge on how nuclear bombs caused
destruction. After detonation, thermal radiation is released in all directions, increasing the
temperature to such an extent that all objects within the thermal pulse are incinerated.
This all takes place within only a few seconds. Maybe the fire was caused by a sudden
discharge of thermal radiation, Neville mused. After all, the forest fire bore similarities to
the firestorms caused by nuclear explosions. He could only imagine what had happened.
Perhaps it was a terrorist attack? Possible, but also unlikely as these were rare these days.
If the person behind this did not control the radiation-emitting device remotely, he, too,
would have been Killed in the process. It was too early to jump to conclusions though. He
decided that he would skip work tomorrow and travel towards the crime scene, collecting
evidence while he was there. Breakthroughs could be made. He reached for his phone and
called Chief Nelson.

Fifteen minutes later, Neville put down the phone. Nelson gave permission to his venture,
and said that he would contact the QPFD and ask for two firemen to join him. "They know
more about fire than you," he had said, "Also, they can aid you if you encounter any
problems. You know, the forest is burning now, and may still be burning tomorrow. I'll ask
them to bring a fireproof suit for you, just to be on the safe side." Neville agreed. His work
done for the day, Neville stood up, turned off the television, returned to the dining table,
and finished his meal at ease. His nightly routine included going for a bath while listening

to music, then reading a book, and finally going to bed at eleven.

He walked up the wooden stairs and ascended to the second floor, where his bathroom
was. He entered his spacious, luxuriously decorated bathroom, and, as he was whistling,
Q)ened the water faucet. Then his doorbell rang. j
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The first thing that came to Neville's mind was: Who is this person? What does this person
want from me? He decided to ignore the doorbell and take his bath. Probably a door-to-
door salesman, he mused. Or one of those religious fanatics. Anyhow, that guy is up to no
good. Hopefully the person would eventually give up and leave. Whistling, he undressed
himself and stepped into the bathtub. Every Friday, he would reward himself with the act
of dimming, or even turning off, the lights. In that way, he would really be at peace, and
his brain’s frantic pace of thinking would slow down for at least a while. But today was no
Friday. He was barely halfway through the week. Half an hour later, he finished washing
himself. He dried his body using a towel, put on his pyjamas, and then dried his hair. He
opened the bathroom door and stood still. He realized something: the doorbell was still
ringing. Furiously, he walked over to his drawer, and took out a slender pistol, fully loaded
with bullets. He swiftly descended the stairs, went to the door and with his gun ready
opened the oak door. A man was standing at the door. He was a short, stumpy person,
and was wearing a pair of sunglasses. He was carrying a brown leather suitcase, and
apparently possessed no weapons. Neville relaxed a bit.

"Good evening, Mr Windsor,” said the man."
"How do you know my name?" demanded Neville incredulously. "What do you want?"

"Ah, Mr Windsor," said the man calmly, "I represent Hydrid Industries, a robotics company
specialized in producing predator robots for governments around the world. But our work is
not limited to this. Please let me in, and | will tell you about it. It's rather urgent.” "If you say
so, "replied Neville. "But first, | have to make sure you aren’t armed."

"Relax, Mr. Windsor. “I have no weapons. | swear.”

Deciding to believe him, Neville led the man in his house and motioned him to follow
him. They walked into his kitchen and the man sat down on one of the two chairs. Neville
aimed his pistol at the man. "Speak," he said. "l will. Now, back to the main thing. Hydrid
Enterprises works on another subject, the extermination of Elementals on Bering. Humans
who are able to influence and manipulate different aspects of nature.” Neville laughed out
loud. “You’re here to talk to me about this nonsense? | tell you, I'm no little kid, and | don't
believe in fairy tales. | think you ought to leave now." He raised the pistol and aimed it at
the man's head. His index finger coiled around the trigger.

The man noticed that, and used his hands to shield his face. "No, Mr Neville, | am talking
about the truth. Don't believe me if you don't want to, but let me tell you something: one of
kthe four Elementals is involved in the recent forest fire.” Neville lowered his gun. "Tell ny
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/more about it." \

The man smiled. "Good. Now, the forest fire was most probably caused by a Fire
Elemental. As from the name, they can control fire, and generate flames by beaming
thermal radiation in a concentrated manner on a certain spot. “This proves my theory.”
Neville said to himself. He nodded slowly.

“Our Elemental Robots have detected an unusual burst of thermal radiation at a point in
Harmand forest. After much analysis, Professor Hydrid, the owner of the company | work
for, deduced that the Fire Elemental caused the fire, a female one.”

‘Do not be deceived by her innocent looks. All Elementals are evil and deranged
inherently. They are the scum of humanity, despicable mutants who are serious threats to
humanity. The longer they exist, the larger the danger of Bering being annihilated is. They
must be eliminated from this world for the greater good of all humanity, and we are moving
ever closer to that goal. And you, Mr Windsor, are very likely to come into contact with the
fire Elemental tomorrow. You can help us, help the entire human race, to hunt down an
Elemental. May | take out something from my briefcase?” inquired the man.

"Yes," said Neville. He was stunned by what the man had just said, but also interested.
He had to know more. With a crisp click, the man opened his briefcase. There was a small
piece of black tape and a silver needle encased in a small box. He took both objects out.
Carefully, the man opened the box and held the thin, sharp needle between his index and
middle finger.

"This," the man gestured, "is a needle tipped with a poison. It harms only Elementals. If
you meet anyone suspicious who acts strangely and resembles a teenage girl, | advise
you to dash forward and jab thisinto her. It should act upon her within several seconds.

The man placed the thing onto the kitchen table. Neville reached out and put it into his
pocket. The man held the piece of tape in his hand. "This is no normal tape. A small GPS
chip has been planted into it, a very small one indeed. It cannot be removed. Stick it
onto her, or alternatively, yourself, so that we can follow you or her, and send help when
required.” He handed it over to Neville. He accepted it. "Use them whenever it suits you,"
said the man as he stood up. “You can choose not to bring them with you. What is more
important is the knowledge that | have imbued upon you tonight. Remember: Elementals
are a menace to humanity. | believe you now know what to do when you see her. Anyhow,
I wish you luck on your expedition tomorrow. Good night, Mr Windsor.”

The man stood up, walked over to the door, and left Neville's house, leaving the police
Qetective sitting on his chair, deep in thought. j
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