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Areas of Major Concern

A. To enhance students’ life competencies and enable them
to become self-regulated life-long learners

1. To enhance students’ life competencies through learning experiences
inside and outside classrooms
1.1 To build a strong reading culture and capacity through Reading across the
Curriculum (RaC) with multi-genres and themes in S1-S4
» The English and Biology Departments cooperated to prepare different reading
materials based on the same topic for S.4.
» A Humanities Week was co-organized by several subject departments and the
School Library (8-12 Nov 2021).
» The Geography Department issued a monthly magazine in collaboration with
the Geography Society.
» S4 students taking the Chemistry elective read an article related to “Graphene”.
1.2 To build social competencies such as collaboration skills and communication skills
through project learning, gifted programmes and life-wide learning activities
» Project Learning has been introduced in S1 Mathematics.
» Life-wide learning activities / workshops have been conducted, including:
» The Science behind Pixar Exhibition organized by the STEM Team and the
VA department (S.2 & S.4)
A workshop conducted by the Hong Kong Animal Assisted Therapy
Association (S.4)
* A workshop about Sign Language (S.4)

2. To equip students with self-regulated learning skills and habits
2.1 To develop students’ habits to set goals and do reflection regularly in their studies

» Workshops about goal setting (S.1-S.6) have been conducted in the first term
and will continue in the second term [CLP Team].

» S.6 students’ expected grades and guidelines were sent to class teachers and
Subject teachers to take follow-up action.

2.2 To promote pre-lesson preparation habits through Flipped Learning

» Pre-lesson videos [Mathematics (S.3), Science (S.1 & S.2)] have been sent to
students and this practice will continue throughout the academic year.

» The practice of doing a pre-lesson test [Chinese Language (S.3-S.6)] has been
introduced and will continue throughout the academic year.
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Home experiment (Science, S.1)

2.3 To equip junior form students with various learning strategies through training
workshops and application in their studies

>

Workshops were conducted by an external service provider from October 2021
to January 2022. The topics of the workshops were:

« S.1: Active Provision skills

* S.2: Active Provision SKills.

 S.3: Forensic Science

» A survey that was designed to help students identify their learning styles was

conducted and the learning style reports were distributed to students so that

they could adapt their studying techniques to their learning styles.

« Students did assignments related to note processing skills (Science, S.1)
and mind-mapping skills (CS, S.4)

2.4 To encourage students to do self-revision and peer learning through self-designed
questions (S1-S3), subject-based resource banks and HKEdCity OQB (S4-S6)

>

>

>

Students have been encouraged to design questions about different subjects
(Biology, Geography and Mathematics) since September 2021.

The Online Question Bank platform from HKEdCity has been opened to senior
form students (Geography, BAFS, Chemistry, ICT and Mathematics) since
September 2021.

A Mathematics elLearning Platform (S.2 and S.3) was created to support
students’ self-directed learning. Teaching materials, video tutorials, exercises
of different levels of difficulties, were uploaded to the platform so that students
could take charge of their own learning by choosing what to revise and revisit,
and how to access the content.

12 tutorial groups for S5 and S6 students on different electives were organized
in order to help students prepare for their exams. Old boys were recruited as
tutors.

3. To promote teachers’ professional sharing culture in school
3.1 To boost a sharing culture by inviting teachers from different KLAs to open their
classrooms for peer lesson observation with a focus on either self-requlated
learning or flipped learning designs or values education

» 11 Department Heads and 1 Assistant Principal opened their classrooms

» 27 teachers engaged in peer lesson observation

3.2 To share self-regulated learning and flipped learning lesson designs through
building subject-based resource banks

4 BEXAmIAFE =5
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B. To instill positive values into students and nurture them into
upright and committed citizens

1. To promote the well-being of our students

1.1 To arouse students’ awareness of the importance of well-being

» S.4 to S.6 Inter-Class Indoor Rowing Competitions (conducted by the PE
Department) were held during the LWL periods in October.

2. To cultivate positive values among students

2.1 To provide holistic learning experiences both inside and outside classrooms to
students for the promotion of core values

Promotion of the nine positive values have been launched by subject
departments.
The CLD Curriculum (designed by the CLP Team) for S.1 to S.6 have been
implemented during the LWL periods.
The Student Leader Inauguration Ceremony (organized by the ECA Team) was
held on 15 November 2021. Discipline Prefects, Counselling Prefects, House
Captains, Library Prefects, Student Ambassadors, and student leaders from
the Moral & Civic Education Team, CLP Team, Environmental Protection Team,
Health & Sex Education Team, and Social Service Team were awarded badges
and presented their Performance Pledges.

» A board display showing respect and gratitude to the school janitors was

initiated by the LWL Team in November. Students wrote messages to praise
and thank the janitors’ contributions during Class Teachers’ periods. The
messages were collected and displayed on a board.
The Inter-class Board Display Design Competition was held by the Discipline
Team in the first term. Each level of students was assigned a theme for their
display board. (S.1 Filial Piety, S.2 Responsibility, S.3 Care for others, S.4
Healthy Lifestyle, S.5 Perseverance, S.6 Brotherhood). The result of the
competition will be announced in the second term.

3. To enhance students’ understanding of their rights and
responsibilities so as to strengthen their readiness to serve

3.1 To provide opportunities to students in actualizing their rights and responsibilities
by shouldering duties in the 160th Anniversary events
» The Badge Award Scheme for the 160th Anniversary was launched in
December. Students who have participated or served in the 160th Anniversary
activities will be awarded a bronze, silver, or gold badge.
3.2 To arouse students’ global awareness and their roles to play as global citizens
> A talk on ‘Racial Harmony’ was held on 5 November 2021 for S.2 and S.3 during
LWL periods. Speakers from the Race Relations Unit of the Home Affairs
Department gave the talk. The talk covered topics such as culture, costumes,
festivals of some ethnic minorities in Hong Kong.
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A Forest Fire: A Short Story

4B Yu Cheuk Ki Gabriel

Part Il

Staring at his compass and map, Neville Windsor sighed. The trio had been traversing
across Harmand Forest for almost five hours, yet they seemed to be getting no closer to their
destination.

“What a large forest,” grumbled Neville to himself. “What a godforsaken large forest.”

Harmand Forest happened to be the largest patch of vegetation in the province of Quincy, ranging
around three thousand kilometers in diameter. A few personal friends had told him that the average
person would take at least three days to get across the forest. And that was by walking right
through the middle.

“Inspector,” the fireman behind him said, "We should be now five minutes away from the epicenter
of the fire.” “We're almost here, the one to his left added encouragingly, sensing Neville's fading
determination.

Neville nodded absentmindedly. His mind was on something else. Memories of the meeting with
the employee from -- what was the company called? — ah yes, Hydrid Enterprises, ran wild in his
mind again and again.

After a night of sleeping, he believed in the man’s theory of the forest fire even less. It seemed
really absurd now, he mused. But there seems to be no other plausible explanation which suggests
elsewise. He decided not to think too deeply on this now. Anyhow, he would obtain the answers to
his question soon.

“We're here,” spoke a voice to his left. He looked up, and found himself in a clearing. The grass on
the ground was dry, burnt to a made crisp, and made crunching noises when stepped upon while
the trees surrounding them were charred. They resembled long, pointed sticks of charcoal.

“Suit yourself, Inspector Windsor," spoke Theodor, one of the firemen, his bulky body wobbling as
he spoke. “You can walk around, collect evidence and take photos if you want to. Communicate
with us through your walkie-talkie as needed. Try not to go too far. And finally, as always, don't
panic if you face danger. But | don't think you’ll get lost anyway.” Theodore laughed.

After the man had finished speaking, Neville slowly left the clearing and went into the woods, which
had still been burning last night. Although the fire had been entirely extinguished early this morning
the air was still filled with the acrid tang of smoke. Everywhere around him was void of life. The
bleak view extended onwards for an apparently infinite distance.

He strayed farther and farther away, and yet nothing worth noticing caught his eye. He walked
farther, and all he could see was trees, dead grass and occasionally, the bodies of critters like
raccoons and squirrels.

Neville's dismay gradually turned into a brief burst of desperation, before ultimately settling down
into despair. It's no use, he thought. | should've known that the fire would purge any evidence from
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Gs forest. He decided to turn back. \

Just when he was turning around, he noticed something which did not quite fit in with its
surroundings. Something that jutted out from the landscape and looked like a mound of something
brown. He walked closer to observe it better.

Immediately, he saw what it was. A pile of logs, stacked together in the fashion of a pyramid. This
meant that someone had been there after the forest fire was put out. The logs couldn’t have been
there before the incident, or else they would have been incinerated into a pile of ash. This was
important evidence, an essential clue that might eventually lead to the solving of the case. Neville
couldn't contain his excitement. He was already imagining what he would do with them once they
were brought back to the lab back at the station.

A sound interrupted his thoughts. The whooshing sound of fire flaring up, which reminded Neville
of his first time using a Bunsen burner. Yes, that noise.... very much like one. Then he froze.
Adrenaline instantaneously pumped throughout his veins. The sound was not ambient not natural
at all. It had to be made by a living entity.

Swiftly, he took out his handgun from its holster, whipped around, and yelled, "Who's there?!" The
words echoed throughout the air. But he saw no one.

A shiver ran up his spine. Goodness me, he thought. Whoever it was, he must be very good at
concealing himself. | really need to tell Theodor and Benjamin what happened, and maybe look
around for this person while they're coming. Shakingly, he took out his walkie-talkie.

He looked up, and realized that a burning hand was wrapped around his neck, which was, for some
reason, not burning his skin. His brain screamed, "The Fire Elemental! The Fire Elemental! " And
then Neville did scream.

Before he could utter a sound, a flaming palm clasped around his mouth and nose. Neville's vision
went black abruptly.

Part IV

When Neville regained consciousness, he found himself in a shroud of pure darkness. It wasn'’t
until a few moments later that he realized his eyes were shut. He opened them slowly.

He blinked several times to clear away the blurriness so that he could see better. He looked around
and took in a lot of things at once.

He was in a cave, or so it seemed. On the stony ground there was a pile of burning tree branches,
illuminating the dark environment. At the other end of the cavern, a person was standing with his
head looking downwards, fiddling with something in his hands.

This continued for somewhile. Then, the person looked up, and turned around.
They stared at each other.

The person was a tall, slender young woman, a little bit shorter than Neville. Her long, flowing.
brown hair which draped down to her shoulders, was interspersed with occasional specks of red.
Her lips were closed together, and she was looking at him intently with her eyes. Neville was
Qomentarily shocked. Her irises were the color of bright crimson which were glowing subtlety in
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Ge semi-darkness. She was wearing a red dress, which hung down until her ankles, and had blab
leather shoes on. She had a cryptic look on her face.

Neville’s gaze shifted onto the thing that she was holding. It appeared to be a rather large-sized
ruby attached to a necklace. She sat down on an oblong slab of stone cross-legged. Neville
suddenly felt that he was sitting on something uneven, and stood up immediately. It was a pile of
faggots.

Little embers were twirling around the girl's fingers, in a fashion resembling that of moons orbiting
planets. "So, what the man told me was true, " he spoke.

The embers vanished. “Of course, he did," the girl said. "His employer has done extensive research
on us throughout the years. You learned quite a lot about us from him last night, didn't you?" Neville
nodded, and wondered how on earth she knew about the meeting between him and the man.

The girl seemed to be able to read his mind. "I know what you're thinking at this moment. You're
wondering how on earth | knew about your meeting with the man, am | correct?” She smiled. "l'll
tell you how. We Elementals can hear thoughts, you know. | can hear what people are thinking,
even though they are far, far away. For example, you are thinking that you would be wasting your
time if you didn’t speak, and that you should begin interrogating me immediately.” There was a
triumphant, almost smug look on her face.

Neville blushed. Indeed, he had thought so. He said, “Maybe | should say that | have some
questions to ask you instead. Anyway, | haven't introduced myself yet. I'm Neville Windsor, an
inspector for the Quincy Province Police Department. I'm here to ask you several questions about
a recent forest fire. It would be most appreciated if you cooperated with me. Now, may | begin?”

The girl nodded. "Of course you can. Oh, and by the way, my name is Phoebe. Phoebe Denver.
You can call me Phoebe. You can start now."

“Alright, Miss Denver. | would like to inquire why you are in this cave, and whether you were the
person who knocked me out and brought me here? And, if it is the case, why?” queried Neville. He
gently tapped a silver ring on his middle finger, which functioned as a secret voice recorder. The
technicians back at headquarters were also trying to add a miniscule camera on 4, which would
allow the ring to take videos as well as record sounds.

"Whoa, whoa," she laughed, "that's already three questions in one go. | would state simply that
| was the one who caused the forest fire. | was originally planning to hide here until the coast
was clear. But then you decided to come here, ruining my plans and all. It seemed to be the only
reasonable thing to do. You know, the average human doesn't know what an Elemental is.”

“So you are really a Fire Elemental.” "The Fire Elemental, actually," she interrupted. “There is
currently only one fire Elemental on Bering, and that is me." "Okay,” breathed Neuville. "I wonder
what are your motives for starting the fire. Arson is a serious enough crime. You should be grateful
that no one was hurt,"

“To put it simply, | could not control myself. | pushed myself too far. | was too confident back then,
and it came as a surprise when the energy in my body was so much that | could not retain it.
Luckily, | was able to rein if in at the last moment or else the whole of the province would’'ve been
Clrnt. If that happened,” Neville noticed that her hand had ignited, “Hydrid and his godforsaken
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Krobots would have been able to locate me.” Her tone dropped, and her face revealed a mixtuD
of sadness, mourning, melancholy and depression simultaneously. "And | would end up like my
mother.” She looked like she was about to cry.

Neuville tried very hard to suppress the impulse to reach out to her and comfort the girl. He tried to
bear in mind that she was a criminal suspected of arson, and a valuable trove of answers which
would clear all of his doubts. And indeed, he was very puzzled after hearing what she had just said.
His mind was swimming with unanswered questions.

Her eyes wet, her fingers clenching the necklace, she looked up. “I can see that you are quite
puzzled, | will try my best to explain to you about us Elementals, and our common nemesis,
Hydrid.” Her voice suddenly dripped with scathing hate. “But first, | must ask you something: Do
you know what the Great Migration is?”

A rhetorical question thought Neville. Of course he had heard about it! The tale, the epic of the
humans from four million years ago, first told to children in kindergarten as a story, then taught
in depth and repeated multiple times when they were in primary: middle and high school. The
Great Migration the greatest act in the history of mankind! It referred to the period of time in which
humans, three ftrillion strong, fled the old Earth and the First Solar System because the old Sun
was dying, transforming into a bloated red giant. The humans lived on Starships for a thousand
years, whilst searching for a new planet they could live on. Then, they found Bering, a planet
extraordinarily similar to Earth, excluding the fact that it had a diameter seven point eight times that
of Earth, and descended on it, to live out their new lives on a terraformed, alien planet. He nodded.

“Okay,” said Phoebe. “At some point during the Great Migration, the Almighty One revealed himself
to four humans, two males, two females, and bestowed onto them the powers of controlling
different aspects of nature - fire, earth, metals and plants. Throughout three thousand years,
Elementals passed their energy orbs, which contained an essence of nature, to other humans.
For example, | am the 365th Fire Elemental in the history of mankind. The other Elementals are
scattered across Bering, but | don't know where they are now. Hopefully, we can meet in the future.
You know, Elementals are able to recognize each other by making eye contact.”

Neville realized that he wanted to know about more about her and the Elementals. This is amazing
news, he thought. The whole of humanity must know about this. With them, the future of humanity
could be molded into something greater, something better. He kept himself calm, and reminded
himself that the person could kill him with ease.

His curiosity had to be satisfied now. “I find what you said highly intriguing,” he admitted frankly. “I
wish to know more about Elementals. Tell me everything.”

For a while, she just stared at Neville expressionlessly. She was contemplating something in her
mind. Then her face quivered, and a smile blossomed across her countenance.

“

Qure, " she said. j
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